




would be accepted across the entire UH system and beyond.  Nor does any single 
school or college in the UH System. To accomplish this will require a bilingual faculty in 
multiple disciplines across our ten campuses.  
 
The University of Hawai‘i system greatly appreciates the interest of the Legislature in 
helping us become a model indigenous serving university.  However, we believe we are 
now poised to achieve this as a system and do not need the assistance of additional 
legislation at this time. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2017 4:21 PM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: mkhan@hawaiiantel.net 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB848 on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM 
 
SB848 
Submitted on: 2/24/2017 
Testimony for WAM/JDL on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Leimomi Khan 
Democratic Party of 

Hawaii, Hawaiian Affairs 
Caucu 

Support No 

 
 
Comments: Urge your committees to support this legislation for the reasons we earlier 
articulated in support of this bill.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Center for Hawaiian Sovereignty Studies                       
46-255 Kahuhipa St. Suite 1205                               

Kane'ohe, HI 96744                                                         
Tel/Fax (808) 247-7942!

Kenneth R. Conklin, Ph.D. Executive Director                         
e-mail Ken_Conklin@yahoo.com                                      

Unity, Equality,  Aloha for all

   

  

To:  SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION
and SENATE COMMITTEE ON HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS
For hearing Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Re: SB848
RELATING TO HIGHER EDUCATION.
Establishes the Hawaiian language university college as an autonomous 
entity within the University of Hawaii system to be located at the 
University of Hawaii at Hilo.  Implements an indigenous university 
college model by transferring the University of Hawaii at Hilo Hawaiian 
language college's rights, duties, powers, and functions to the Hawaiian 
language university college.  Mandates the Hawaiian language 
university college and University of Hawaii at Hilo to enter into a 
memorandum of agreement by the end of the 2017-2018 academic 
year to establish shared operations and administration.

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION
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This bill tells the mo'olelo (story) of how a small program of Hawaiian 
language instruction has ballooned into an empire over the years with 
its own separate building, and now seeks to become an 
administratively separate institution.  

The bill says "Today, U.S. Census data indicates Hawaiian is the largest 

non-English language spoken in Hawaii among children ages Þve to 

seventeen. "

Surely that cannot be true.  U.S. Census data show that the most 

rapidly increasing ethnic group in Hawaii is Filipino, whose population in 

Hawaii is now larger than the ethnic Japanese due to large-scale 

immigration from the Philippines.  There are probably a larger number 

of children whose primary language at home is either Ilocano or 

Tagalog, than the number whose primary language is Hawaiian.  

However, politically activist ethnic Hawaiian parents whose children are 

enrolled in Hawaiian language immersion programs take pride in telling 

the Census Bureau their aspiration that their children's primary 

language is Hawaiian (although that is doubtful); while Filipino 

immigrant parents seeking to assimilate to America might tell the 

Census Bureau their aspiration that their children's primary language is 

English (although in fact it is probably Ilocano or Tagalog).

Naming Hawaiian an "ofÞcial language" of the State was and will always 

remain an aspirational expression of affection and sentiment, but not 

an accurate description of fact.  It's like naming the nene as the state 

bird, the pahu drum as the state musical instrument, and kalo as the 

state food.  We treasure them because they were endangered and 

indigenous; but it would be foolish to spend huge sums of tax dollars to 

force them to become actually have co-equal prevalence.
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There is no doubt that the most widely spoken language in Hawaii is 
English, both as the primary language at home and as the second 
language acquired by immigrants seeking assimilation for themselves 
and their children.  Should that fact be used to justify not only a 
separate building for the English Department but also an 
administratively separate, autonomous University of English?  How 
absurd is that concept!

The University of Hawaii has numerous departments devoted to 
teaching particular languages along with their respective literatures and 
cultures.  In addition to the languages of Hawaii's largest ethnic groups 
such as Filipino, Japanese, Chinese, and Korean, UH also teaches 
German, French, Spanish, etc. for students who wish to broaden their 
cultural awareness, do academic research in original sources, or prepare 
for careers in businesses operating internationally.  Should the 
Japanese or German Department become a physically and 
administratively separate, autonomous College  of Japanese or German?  

This bill SB848  is part of a much larger, and very dangerous, agenda of 
racial separatism and ethnic nationalism in Hawaii which seeks either to 
divide the lands and people of Hawaii along racial lines by creating a 
federally recognized Hawaiian tribe, or else to rip the 50th star off the 
ßag and make Hawaii once again an independent nation.

A similar bill to rip apart the K-12 public school system along racial 
lines, SB2919, was actually introduced in the legislative session of 
2002.  It proposed to break off the Hawaiian-focus K-12 charter 
schools to create an autonomous Native Hawaiian race-based "public" 
school system.  That astonishing bill can be found in the legislature's 
archive at
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/sb2919_.htm
A webpage analyzing that proposal as a form of racial separatism or 
apartheid is at
http://www.angelÞre.com/hi2/hawaiiansovereignty/billsb2919.html
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which is part of a much larger webpage entitled "PUBLIC EDUCATION 
FOR ETHNIC NATION-BUILDING IN HAWAI’I -- a legislative bill to create a 
separate statewide school system for Native Hawaiians" at
http://www.angelÞre.com/hi2/hawaiiansovereignty/
edforhawnethnicnationbuilding.html

The title of my book describes what's behind proposals such as HB950: 
"Hawaiian Apartheid: Racial Separatism and Ethnic Nationalism in the 
Aloha State" See
http://tinyurl.com/2a9fqa

Please stop enabling this craziness.  Please stop spending taxpayer 
dollars to promote ethnic pride and hobbies when there are serious 
economic problems which need government assistance.  Defeat SB848 .
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Senator Jill Tokuda, Chair 
Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 
Senator Gilbert Keith-Agaran, Chair 
Senator Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
 
Date of Hearing: 02-28-2017   
 

Testimony of Dr. K!haulani "Aipia-Peters, Governing Board Chair 
Ke Kula "O N#wah$okalani"%pu"u Iki LPCS 

 
SB848 SD1 RELATING TO HIGHER EDUCATION: 

STRONG SUPPORT 
 
Aloha Chair Tokuda, Chair Keith-Agaran and Members of the Senate Committees on 
Ways and Means and Judiciary and Labor: 
 
My name is Dr. K!haulani "Aipia-Peters.  I am the Chair of the Public Charter School 
Board of Ke Kula "O N#wah$okalani-"%pu"u (N#wah$), the largest Native American 
language medium/immersion school in the country.  
 I want to express the strong support for SB 848 SD1.  The N#wah$ "ohana and 
many others have greatly benefited from Ka Haka "Ula, but much more needs to be 
done.  This bill expands the enabling legislation of the College.  We do not have the 
luxury of importing external university-produced human and material resources for 
Hawaiian.  This bill will allow the fine work of Ka Haka "Ula to move to a higher level 
by funding current activities and provide for further expansion to meet important needs. 
 SB 848 SD1 also establishes a pilot project to develop innovative strategies and 
approaches for development of a Hawaiian language medium pathway.  Presently there 
is no set of liberal education/general education courses taught through Hawaiian at any 
University of Hawai"i campus.  As a result there is a lack of equity for students educated 
through Hawaiian in high school relative to bridging into college in their official state 
language medium of education.  The pilot would address this equity challenge for our 
students at N#wah$ and would provide them with a means to continue general education 
through Hawaiian. 
 In addition, SB 848 SD1 seeks to produce an implementation plan to expand 
Hawaiian language medium education throughout the University of Hawai"i system. 
 The first two purposes of this bill are especially relevant to the dire teacher 
shortage experienced by Kula Kaiapuni Hawai"i.  The teacher shortage for schools 
taught through Hawaiian is very severe with approximately 20% of teachers uncertified 
compared to 4% overall in the DOE/charter system. There is a general lack of 
understanding in the University of Hawai"i system of what it takes to develop 
sufficiently high-level proficiency in Hawaiian - an endangered Level IV language - to 
become a successful professional Hawaiian immersion teacher.  According to 
recommendations of the U.S. Foreign Service Institute it takes approximately 1,100 
hours in a Level IV language (equivalent to 73 credits - more than a Hawaiian language 
major) to reach a level of professional competence in a difficult to access Level IV 
language unrelated to English like Hawaiian 
(http://www.effectivelanguagelearning.com/language-guide/language-difficulty.)    
 

16-120 "&p'kaha"ia St 
Kea"au, HI 96749 
(808) 982-4260 
(808) 966-7821 
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We need SB 848 SD 1in order to develop strong professional level Hawaiian proficiency in future 
teachers including proficiency in use of Hawaiian in content areas such as the social sciences, 
sciences, and mathematics.  To reach such proficiency future teachers need the experience of taking 
core liberal arts/general education credits through our state's minority official language - Hawaiian- as 
exists in other areas with two official languages, e.g., Canada where French is the minority official 
language. 
 Hawaiian immersion schools are also severely underserved relative to the national and state 
movement to provide college level coursework at the high school level.  Indeed aspects of this are now 
required to be provided by states under the new ESSA.  However, we, a state with two official 
languages, face certain difficulties for our high schools taught through Hawaiian.  For example, the 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses and national examinations are in English as are the vast number of 
"dual credit" courses offered in private and public universities in our state.  We cannot address AP 
through Hawaiian, but we can use the pilot with Ka Haka "Ula to develop dual credit through 
Hawaiian.  Ka Haka "Ula has experimented with some such courses with us at N#wah$, but we have 
been stymied by structural barriers in the UH system that prevent such courses from being regularly 
offered. This bill is very important in this regard for equity reasons. 
 In HRS 304A-1302 N#wah$ is specified as a laboratory school site for the College.  We 
currently serve as a training ground for the majority of teachers statewide certified through Hawaiian 
and often begin initiatives that later spread to other schools.  If we are ever to properly attend to the 
severe highly trained professional teacher shortage for Kula Kaiapuni Hawai"i, there is a need to 
expand both pre-service and in-service training into the summer allowing undergraduate and graduate 
students to count such course work as regular enrollment for scholarship purposes.  The need for such 
highly professional Kula Kaiapuni Hawai"i teachers is not just to address the present huge shortage.  
There is much potential in P-20 Hawaiian immersion education to improve academic achievement in 
our state if more sites could be opened.  Since its first senior class in 1999, N#wah$ has had a 100% 
high school graduation rate with over 85% going directly on to college for a population of 
approximately 70% free and reduced lunch students.  Recent data from Hawai"i P-20 show Hawaiian 
immersion students as a whole performing above their peers. 
 We are growing at a very high rate and cannot wait longer for barriers to Ka Haka "Ula 
support for us to be removed.  In the past five years, when the overall K-12 enrollment of the DOE and 
charters has decreased, N#wah$'s has increased by 67.1% to 458.  In addition we have 115 preschool 
children integrated into our N#wah$ campuses through cooperation with the "Aha P'nana Leo.  I 
strongly urge passage of SB 848 SD1. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2017 4:46 PM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: lehua3@hawaii.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB848 on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM* 
 
SB848 
Submitted on: 2/24/2017 
Testimony for WAM/JDL on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Lehua Miller Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, February 25, 2017 12:24 PM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: launahele@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB848 on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM* 
 
SB848 
Submitted on: 2/25/2017 
Testimony for WAM/JDL on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Benton Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, February 25, 2017 3:46 PM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: rnamaka@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB848 on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM 
 
SB848 
Submitted on: 2/25/2017 
Testimony for WAM/JDL on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Namaka  Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Aloha Chair Keith-Agaran and Vice-Chair Rhoads and members of the 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor, I support SB848SDI, which supports the expanded 
function of the Hawaiian Language College to include the Hawaiian medium pathway at 
the tertiary level. This is especially important for our seniors in Hawaiian medium 
immersion schools to access dual credit courses in a Hawaiian medium immersion 
pathway. I urge your committee to pass this bill to support the important and innovative 
approaches to a highly functioning Hawaiian medium education system in our state. 
Mahalo nui loa! Namaka Rawlins 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2017 8:15 AM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: kekaianiani@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB848 on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM 
 
SB848 
Submitted on: 2/26/2017 
Testimony for WAM/JDL on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Robert Irwin Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: I feel strongly that this bill will allow for more effective revitalization of the 
Hawaiian language at a critical moment. Only those involved in this movement have the 
insight and on-the-ground working knowledge to do the work and make the decisions 
that are critical to progress. The measure does not curtail the possibility of others at 
other colleges making similar structural rearrangements to further bolster progress in 
our collective efforts to bring back a beautiful heritage language from the brink of 
extinction. Mahalo! 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 









From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2017 10:18 AM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: pohaimm@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB848 on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM* 
 
SB848 
Submitted on: 2/26/2017 
Testimony for WAM/JDL on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

C.R.P. Montague-
Mullins Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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pila. Mahalo a nui loa! 
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wri ting this letter to show my support for the bill SB848 with regards to education. 
   
 I believe, this bill assists the goal to educate people in the Hawaiian language 
from infants to college students. This is the appropriate time to allow the Hawaiian 
language college to further strengthen the foundation that was started by our 
Hawaiian language leaders 30 years ago, as a benefit for our Hawaiian community.   
 
  I strongly support this bill and I am humbly asking you to support this bill.  
 
���ƒ�£�—���•�‡���•�ƒ���•�ƒ�Š�ƒ�Žo, 
���ƒ�����µ�Š�ƒ�—�Ž�ƒ�•�‹�����‡�Š�”�•�‹�‰ 
234 Liko Lehua Street 
Hilo, Hawaii, 96720 
(808)937-3126 
 
 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2017 2:19 PM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: kekoaharman@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB848 on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM 
 
SB848 
Submitted on: 2/26/2017 
Testimony for WAM/JDL on Feb 28, 2017 09:50AM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier Position  
Present at 

Hearing  

Kekoa L Harman Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Please support SB 848 for the continued growth of Hawaiian medium 
education. �‹O ka �‹�À�O�H�O�R���N�H���N�D�‹�—���R���N�D���P�D�X�O�L���+�D�Z�D�L�‹i!E ola! 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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